Jewish Festivals Celebrated in the Bible
Sabbath (Shabbat – שַׁבָּת)
Meaning: Rest
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.” (Exodus 20:8)
Passover (Pesach – פֶּסַח)
Meaning: To pass over
“It is the Lord’s Passover.” (Exodus 12:11)
Feast of Unleavened Bread (Chag HaMatzot – חַג הַמַּצּוֹת)
Meaning: Feast of Unleavened Bread
“Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread.” (Exodus 12:15)
Firstfruits (Bikkurim – בִּכּוּרִים)
Meaning: First produce
“You shall bring the sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest.” (Leviticus 23:10)
Feast of Weeks (Shavuot – שָׁבוּעוֹת)
Meaning: Weeks
“You shall count fifty days.” (Leviticus 23:16)
Feast of Trumpets (Yom Teruah – יוֹם תְּרוּעָה)
Meaning: Day of shouting/blowing
“A memorial of blowing of trumpets.” (Leviticus 23:24)
Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur – יוֹם כִּפּוּר)
Meaning: Covering / Atonement
“For on that day the priest shall make atonement for you.” (Leviticus 16:30)
Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot – סֻכּוֹת)
Meaning: Booths
“You shall dwell in booths seven days.” (Leviticus 23:42)
Eighth Day Assembly (Shemini Atzeret – שְׁמִינִי עֲצֶרֶת)
Meaning: Eighth day solemn assembly
“On the eighth day you shall have a sacred assembly.” (Leviticus 23:36)


Prophetic / Messianic Significance (Christian Interpretation)
Note: The points below reflect a common Christian reading that sees the biblical festivals as foreshadowing (types/shadows) fulfilled in the Messiah. Jewish tradition does not frame the feasts in this way, so this section is provided as an optional interpretive aid for Christian study.
Sabbath (Shabbat – שַׁבָּת)
Often viewed as pointing to ultimate rest and restoration in the Messiah—rest from striving and a foretaste of the coming kingdom (compare Hebrews 4:9–10).
Passover (Pesach – פֶּסַח)
Commonly connected to the Messiah’s sacrificial deliverance: the Passover lamb as a picture of redemption and rescue from bondage (compare 1 Corinthians 5:7).
Feast of Unleavened Bread (Chag HaMatzot – חַג הַמַּצּוֹת)
Often linked with holiness and separation from sin—'leaven' as a symbol of corruption removed, and a life of sincerity and truth (compare 1 Corinthians 5:8).
Firstfruits (Bikkurim – בִּכּוּרִים)
Commonly seen as a picture of resurrection and the first of a greater harvest to come—the Messiah as 'firstfruits' of those raised (compare 1 Corinthians 15:20).
Feast of Weeks (Shavuot – שָׁבוּעוֹת)
Often associated with the giving of the Spirit and the ingathering of a people for God—an early harvest theme (compare Acts 2).
Feast of Trumpets (Yom Teruah – יוֹם תְּרוּעָה)
Frequently connected with awakening, repentance, and the future gathering of God’s people—often linked by Christians to the 'trumpet' imagery of the Messiah’s return (compare 1 Thessalonians 4:16).
Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur – יוֹם כִּפּוּר)
Often viewed as pointing to the Messiah’s once-for-all atonement and priestly mediation—cleansing and reconciliation (compare Hebrews 9:11–14, 24–28).
Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot – סֻכּוֹת)
Commonly linked with God dwelling with humanity—joy, provision, and the hope of the Messiah’s kingdom presence (compare John 1:14; Revelation 21:3).
Eighth Day Assembly (Shemini Atzeret – שְׁמִינִי עֲצֶרֶת)
Often taken to symbolize completion and a new beginning—the 'eighth day' theme as renewal and eternal life beyond the present age (compare Revelation 21–22).


Explanation of Each Biblical Festival
Sabbath (Shabbat – שַׁבָּת)
The Sabbath is the weekly day of rest established by God at creation. It commemorates God resting after creation and serves as a covenant sign between God and Israel. It emphasizes rest, holiness, and trust in God rather than human labor.
Passover (Pesach – פֶּסַח)
Passover commemorates Israel’s deliverance from slavery in Egypt. The blood of the lamb marked the homes of the Israelites so that judgment would 'pass over' them. It highlights redemption, obedience, and God’s saving power.
Feast of Unleavened Bread (Chag HaMatzot – חַג הַמַּצּוֹת)
This feast recalls the haste with which Israel left Egypt, having no time for dough to rise. It also symbolizes purity and separation from corruption, as leaven is removed from homes.
Firstfruits (Bikkurim – בִּכּוּרִים)
Firstfruits involved offering the first portion of the harvest to God, acknowledging Him as the source of provision. It expressed gratitude, faith, and dependence on God for the full harvest to come.
Feast of Weeks (Shavuot – שָׁבוּעוֹת)
Celebrated seven weeks after Firstfruits, Shavuot marks the wheat harvest. In Jewish tradition it is also associated with the giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai, celebrating covenant and instruction.
Feast of Trumpets (Yom Teruah – יוֹם תְּרוּעָה)
This festival begins the seventh month with the sounding of the shofar. It serves as a call to repentance, reflection, and spiritual awakening, preparing the people for the Day of Atonement.
Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur – יוֹם כִּפּוּר)
Yom Kippur is the most solemn day of the biblical calendar. It focuses on repentance, fasting, and atonement for sin, when the high priest made atonement for the entire nation.
Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot – סֻכּוֹת)
Sukkot commemorates Israel’s wilderness journey, when the people lived in temporary shelters. It is a joyful feast celebrating God’s protection, provision, and presence.
Eighth Day Assembly (Shemini Atzeret – שְׁמִינִי עֲצֶרֶת)
This closing assembly follows Sukkot and emphasizes remaining with God after the pilgrimage feast. It represents completion, intimacy, and renewed dedication to God.


Biblical Festival Charts and Timelines
A. Yearly Festival Timeline (Biblical Calendar)
SPRING ➜ Passover (14 Nisan) | Unleavened Bread (15–21 Nisan) | Firstfruits (during Unleavened Bread)
SUMMER ➜ Shavuot / Weeks (50 days after Firstfruits)
FALL ➜ Trumpets (1 Tishri) | Day of Atonement (10 Tishri) | Tabernacles (15–21 Tishri) | Shemini Atzeret (22 Tishri)
B. Festival Summary Chart
	Festival
	Hebrew
	Meaning
	When
	Key Scripture
	Main Theme
	Common Messianic Link

	Sabbath
	Shabbat (שַׁבָּת)
	Rest
	Weekly
	Exodus 20:8
	Rest, holiness
	Ultimate rest (Heb 4:9–10)

	Passover
	Pesach (פֶּסַח)
	Pass over
	14 Nisan
	Exodus 12:11
	Deliverance
	Messiah as Passover lamb (1 Cor 5:7)

	Unleavened Bread
	Chag HaMatzot (חַג הַמַּצּוֹת)
	Unleavened bread
	15–21 Nisan
	Exodus 12:15
	Purity, haste
	Life without 'leaven' (1 Cor 5:8)

	Firstfruits
	Bikkurim (בִּכּוּרִים)
	First produce
	During UB
	Leviticus 23:10
	Gratitude, faith
	Resurrection firstfruits (1 Cor 15:20)

	Weeks
	Shavuot (שָׁבוּעוֹת)
	Weeks
	50 days later
	Leviticus 23:16
	Harvest, covenant
	Spirit poured out (Acts 2)

	Trumpets
	Yom Teruah (יוֹם תְּרוּעָה)
	Blowing/shout
	1 Tishri
	Leviticus 23:24
	Awakening, repentance
	Trumpet imagery of return (1 Thess 4:16)

	Atonement
	Yom Kippur (יוֹם כִּפּוּר)
	Atonement
	10 Tishri
	Leviticus 16:30
	Cleansing, repentance
	Once-for-all atonement (Heb 9)

	Tabernacles
	Sukkot (סֻכּוֹת)
	Booths
	15–21 Tishri
	Leviticus 23:42
	God’s provision
	God dwelling with us (Rev 21:3)

	8th Day
	Shemini Atzeret (שְׁמִינִי עֲצֶרֶת)
	Solemn assembly
	22 Tishri
	Leviticus 23:36
	Completion
	New creation hope (Rev 21–22)


C. Pilgrimage Festivals (Shalosh Regalim)
The Torah highlights three major pilgrimage festivals when Israelites were to appear before the LORD: • Unleavened Bread (including Passover season) • Weeks (Shavuot) • Tabernacles (Sukkot).
	Pilgrimage Feast
	Season
	Agricultural Link
	Key References

	Unleavened Bread
	Spring
	Barley/early harvest
	Exodus 23:14–17; Deut 16:1–8

	Weeks (Shavuot)
	Late spring/early summer
	Wheat harvest
	Exodus 23:14–17; Deut 16:9–12

	Tabernacles (Sukkot)
	Fall
	Ingathering
	Exodus 23:14–17; Deut 16:13–16


D. Counting the Omer (Firstfruits ➜ Shavuot)
Leviticus 23 describes counting seven full weeks (49 days) from Firstfruits, then celebrating Shavuot on the 50th day.
	Start
	Count
	End

	Firstfruits offering
	7 weeks (49 days) + 1 day = 50
	Shavuot / Weeks



